
Geoscientist is the offi  cial membership magazine of The Geological 

Society of London. It is the recognised UK professional body for 

geoscientists, and the oldest geological society in the world. Geoscientist 

is a quarterly publication circulated to over 10,000 fellows worldwide. 

Arguably the most sought after geology publication in the world, 

Geoscientist provides a platform to not only share news and information, 

but also allow its fellowship to share ideas, thoughts and opinions. 

The publication is read and received, amongst others, by geologists, 

geophysicists, petroleum engineers, and geochemists in the both the 

academic and professional worlds, and is the only fellowship magazine 

of its kind, making it the global leader in earth science publishing today.
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CUTTING-EDGE CONTENT

The latest research into 

the geosciences, profi ling 

cutting-edge technology and 

developments in geo-engineering.

INDUSTRY INSIDERS

Interviews and opinion pieces 

from thought leaders in the 

geosciences.

GLOBAL VIEW

An international take on 

the geosciences, looking at 

developments out in the fi eld 

around the world.

ENGAGED READERSHIP

The magazine has a loyal and 

engaged readership who love 

sharing their opinions 

in the Viewpoint section 

of the magazine.

developments in geo-engineering.
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INTERNATIONAL

A dormant volcano, Mount Paektu, marks the frontier between 
North Korea and China. James Hammond, Amy Donovan and 
Clive Oppenheimer discuss how a unique collaboration is 
providing insights into this enigmatic, restless giant

Main image The tranquil waters of Chonji (Heaven Lake) on the summit of Mount Paektu
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THE HARROWING deaths of George 

Floyd and Breonna Taylor in the United 

States, and the subsequent rise of the 

Black Lives Matter movement profoundly 

aff ected much of society last summer. 

One of the most notable outcomes 

has been organisations, such as our 

own, investigating the extent of links to 

imperialism, slavery and racism in their 

past. In August 2020, the Society’s Council 

requested an assessment of its collections, 

with respect to links to slavery, colonialism, 

and racial superiority. The aim is to provide 

appropriate context to historical items and 

fi gures, as well as to determine a policy 

for future honours and acquisitions.  

The evidence for many of these 

connections is usually found by surveying 

institutions’ historical collections, and 

curators, archivists and librarians are at the 

forefront of the movement to ‘decolonise’ 

the more problematic material. Decolonise 

is a catch-all term to indicate attempts to 

negate centuries of colonial or imperialistic 

origins and attitudes that are manifested in 

historical academic studies and collections. 

Although the geographical scope of 

the Society’s collection is wide, there is a 

distinct lack of diversity in the individuals 

who created them. The Society’s 

membership from the fi rst was not diverse. 

After decades of campaigning, women were 

fi nally allowed to join in May 1919 but, as 

was found in the 2020 Geological Society 

of London Strategic Options project, the 

science and ergo the membership to this 

day continues to display a lack of diversity. 

The collections are a refl ection of this.

Colonial links
Most of the collections cover the 

geology of Britain and Europe, but there 

is much coverage farther afi eld, including 

material derived as a result of European 

colonialist practices of the 19th and 

20th centuries. 

Britain was, of course, at the forefront of 

imperialist expansion and, while Fellows of 

the Society participated in these activities, 

for instance as surveyors on an expedition 

or colonial survey, the GSL (unlike, say, 

the Royal Geographical Society) as a body 

was not involved in the organisation or 

funding of these. However, as experts 

in the fi eld, the Society was frequently 

asked for recommendations on geological 

appointments. Employing a geologist would 

enable exploratory expeditions to survey 

areas for mineral wealth to be exploited by 

the imperialist agency’s home nation.

The Society’s collection of maps and 

images are rare records of areas before 

they were obscured or destroyed by 

colonial construction and industrialisation, 

much of which do not survive elsewhere. 

Traditionally there has been a tendency 

to describe these regions as having been 

‘discovered’ by a member of a colonial 

exploration trip. Of course, the indigenous 
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populace of a country would know all too 

well of an area’s existence and may have, 

in many cases, acted as guides.

Artist and colonial surveyor Charles 

Heaphy (1820-1881) arrived in New Zealand 

in August 1839, initially as draughtsman in 

the employ of the New Zealand Company. 

This was a commercial enterprise whose 

remit was to systematically (and socially 

engineer) the colonisation of New Zealand. 

Heaphy’s role was to produce idyllic images 

of the landscape to tempt Europeans to 

emigrate (Fig. 1, right). In his exploration 

of the country, Heaphy is known to have 

employed Maori guides, two of whom, Kehu 

and Tau, saved his group from starvation 

during a trip down the west coast in 1846. 

Colonial era images frequently depict 

the land as empty. The invisibility of the 

indigenous population and their culture to 

modern eyes seems shocking, but it is a stark 

illustration of the nature of imperialistic 

land acquisition that continues to this day. 

In August 2020, Council requested an assessment 
of the Geological Society of London’s historical links 
to slavery and colonialism. The Society’s Archivist, 
Caroline Lam, researched those links 
and reports the findings here

Decolonising  geoscience
Main image Mount Taranaki, New Zealand. Artists and surveyors of the 1800s depicted the country’s landscapes through a colonial lens (see Fig. 1, below)
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Figure 1: ‘Mount Richmond’, one of a series 
of watercolour views of the volcanic region 
around Auckland, New Zealand, by Charles 
Heaphy. He wasn’t a Fellow of the Geological 
Society of London, but was one of a number 

colonial surveyors who sent the results of 
their geological research to the Society for 
publication in our journals. (Archive ref: 
LDGSL/209; reproduced courtesy of the 
Geological Society of London)
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ARTWORK REQUIREMENTS

Please supply artwork as: CMYK | HIGH RES 300DPI | PDF | TIFF | EPS

We can accept artwork on CD (please include laser proof) or email:  

artwork@jamespembrokemedia.co.uk

Responsibility cannot be accepted for poor reproduction when advert artwork is supplied at incorrect 

specification. All cancellations must be confirmed in writing and adhere to the 8 week notice period. 

James Pembroke Media Limited and their clients reserve the right to reject adverts without prejudice.

Rates and mechanical details
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